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History of Establishing a State Soil:
Florida’s Myakka Fine Sand

Frank Watts and Howard Yamataki'

In late 1985, the Florida Chapter-Soil Conservation Society of Ameri-
ca (SCSA), now the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS), chose
to sponsor the establishment of a state soil.

1986

Myakka fine sand [sandy, siliceous, hyperthermic Aeric Haplaquods
(Fig. 1)] was chosen as the representative soil of Florida because it is more
extensive in Florida than any other soil. This selection eliminates any geo-
graphical prejudice. In 1986, the Florida Association of Professional Soil
Classifiers (FAPSC) voted to cosponsor, with SWCS, Myakka (Indian name
meaning ‘‘Big Waters”’) fine sand as the state soil. An information packet
was published in the November 1986 Florida SCSA newsletter. The packet
informed readers that Myakka fine sand is the most extensive soil in Flori-
da. Myakka is unique to Florida; and with Leon, its thermic counterpart,
they occur throughout Florida.

The packet noted that Myakka fine sand is utilized extensively, and is
striking by virtue of visually contrasting layers. Its physical properties and
natural vegetation were explained. This packet defined the criteria used in
selecting a representative soil. Members of FAPCS and SWCS were en-
couraged to contact and gain support of their local legislators.

1987

A monolith was taken of Myakka fine sand in Flagler County in the
spring of 1987. In July 1987, Representative Crady from Yulee agreed to
sponsor legislation to get Myakka fine sand designated as the official state soil.

The membership voted to form an Ad Hoc State Soil Committee (dur-
ing the annual Florida SWCS meeting). This committee then produced an
informational letter? for the public. A contest was held at the University of
Central Florida to select a logo to represent the proposed state soil (Fig. 2).

The SWCS’s and FAPSC's version of the state soil bill was forwarded
to Representative Crady on Aug. 18, 1987.

The Florida Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts super-
visors (FACD) voted to support legislation of the state soil bill. Tom Ford,
President, FACD, wrote a letter to the public in support of Myakka fine
sand being Florida’s state soil.

The state soil bill (House Bill 50) was filed for introduction into the Flori-
da House of Representatives by Representative George Crady. Senator Wayne

!Soil survey party leader, USDA-SCS, Macclenny, FL 32046; and resource soil scientist,
USDA-SCS, Ft. Myers, FL 33902, respectively.

2For additional information indicated in this paper and/or to order a T-shirt, write to Frank
C. Watts, Route 3, Box 384, Hilliard, FL 32046-9741. Please include $1.00 for postage and
handling.
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Hollingsworth, chair, Senate Agriculture Committee, filed the state soil bill
(Senate Bill 60) for introduction into the Florida Senate.

A cover letter, public information sheet, legislative bill, and logo were
sent to every state representative and senator, urging their support for the
proposed state soil.

During this time, the Myakka soil monolith was displayed at county and
regional fairs, the state fair, at the Sierra Club’s Annual Conservation meet-
ing, and at various meetings with smaller groups.

1988

The Pensacola News Journal then wrote a short article on Myakka fine
sand, calling it the state dirt. In January and February 1988, efforts were
made to get information concerning the state soil into more newspapers,
without much success. In early March, Thornton Hartley, farm editor, The

Fig. 1. A profile of Myakka fine sand.
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Fig. 2. Florida’s state soil logo.

Florida Times-Union called to get more information about the proposed state
soil. Near the end of the interview, Mr. Hartley was told that if he would
use the word dirt in his article, it would catch the attention of the press. The
idea worked. Instead of appearing in the farm section of the paper, the arti-
cle appeared on the front page. The Associated Press put it on the wire to
every newspaper in Florida, and several newspapers ran articles about the
proposed state soil. A letter was then written by supporters to the editor of
The Florida Times-Union and to explain the difference between dirt and soil.

A presentation of the state soil bill was heard by the Senate Agriculture
Committee; all the senators voted in favor and Senate Bill 60 was forwarded
to the Senate floor. Representative Crady spoke for the House Bill to the
House Science and Technology Committee; all voted in favor. After the hear-
ing, the press asked about soil vs. dirt! The Florida Radio Network aired
a 5-min interview. An interview was given to CBS that aired on many televi-
sion stations in Florida and briefly throughout the nation about the proposed
state soil. Noted radio commentator Paul Harvey also announced our effort!

The Florida House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly (106 to 5)
to declare Myakka fine sand as the official state soil of Florida on April 25,
1988.

The press had latched onto the soil/dirt issue quite well—too well! Peo-
ple were writing to say this soil/dirt thing was silly and that the legislators
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should be spending legislative time on more important issues. Senate Bill 60
and House Bill 50 stalled in the Senate Rules Committee and were not referred
to the Senate floor for a vote. The Florida Senate adjourned without con-
sidering the State Soil Bill.

Representative Crady said that he would be happy to sponsor the State
Soil Bill again in 1989. The State Soil Bill was revised and sent to Represen-
tative Crady.

At a joint FAPSC and Florida Chapter-SWCS meeting, it was told that
Representative Crady was advising us that the most important thing we could
do was write personal letters to our representatives and senators. Informa-
tion about Myakka fine sand? with reasons for writing letters to represen-
tatives and senators, along with their addresses, were published in Florida
SWCS and FAPSC newsletters.

A T-shirt sale was undertaken. The T-shirts pictured SWCS and FAPSC
logos on the front, and Myakka fine sand logo and the words ‘“‘SUPPORT
MYAKKA FINE SAND and FLORIDA STATE SOIL”’ on the back. It helped
make our effort more visible and was a fund-raiser for both organizations.

1989

Agriculture Commissioner Doyle Conner and Governor Martinez were
written to, to obtain their support of the State Soil Bill. Thornton Hartley,
farm editor, The Florida Times-Union, wrote a news article on the state soil.
Doyle Conner added the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to the list of groups in support of the state soil. Jacksonville televi-
sion station, TV-12’s Farm and Home Show, talked about SWCS, FAPSC,
and the proposed state soil. The Bureau of Soil and Water Conservation
agreed to educate the local SWCDs of the need to write letters to state sena-
tors and representatives in support of the State Soil Bill.

A presentation was made to a legislation information meeting in Mac-
clenny on March 8, and Senator Walker agreed to sponsor the State Soil
Bill in the Senate. Senator Kirkpatrick and Senator Davis agreed to help get
these bills passed. Senator Girardeau, president, Pro Tempore, agreed to
cosponsor the State Soil Bill. House Bill 733 and Senate Bill 524 were pre-
filed in March 1989.

In April, HB 733 was on the Natural Resources Committee agenda and
SB 524 was on the Agriculture Committee agenda. Both bills were voted on
favorably by the respective committees in mid-April.

SB 524 was placed on Special Order calendar and Senator Walker steered
the State Soil Bill through the full senate with a vote of 36 to 0. HB 733
was placed on Special Order calendar and identical bill SB 524 was substituted
and then laid on the table under rule.

Representative George Crady steered the SB 524 soil bill through the
House of Representatives with a vote of 113 to 2 and it was ordered enrolled.
The Florida Chapter-SWCS wrote Governor Martinez, iterating the positive
results if Florida were to have a state soil. SB 524 was signed by officers
and presented to the governor. On May 22, 1989, Governor Martinez signed
Senate Bill no. 524 into law. Myakka fine sand is now Florida’s official state
soil (Fig. 3)! On May 27, 1989, an editorial was written by The Florida Times-
Union (Fig. 4).
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CHAPTER 89-16

Senate Bill No. 524

An act relating to the designation of a state soil; creating s. 15.047, F.S.; des-
ignating Myakka fine sand as the official state soil; providing an effective
date.

WHEREAS, it appears that each of a growing number of states of the United
States, having significant concern for soil, has by legislative enactment chosen a
particular soil as its official state soil, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has significant concern for its soil resources,
and

WHEREAS, soils enhance the quality of surface and ground waters and serve
as the foundation for our bountiful agriculture, our unique wildlife habitats, our
beautiful landscapes, and the homes and communities of our citizens, and

WHEREAS, soils are essential to the quality of life and welfare of all Floridians,
and

WHEREAS, Myakka fine sand (sandy, siliceous, hyperthermic Aeric Haplaq-
uods) covers more land area than any other soil in Florida, is used for a wide variety
of purposes, and is unique to the State of Florida, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has yet to designate a state soil, NOW,
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 15.047, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

15.047 Official state soil.—Myakka fine sand (sandy, siliceous, hyperthermic
Aeric Haplaquods) is hereby designated and declared as the official Florida state
soil.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
Approved by the Governor May 22, 1989.
Filed in Office Secretary of State May 22, 1989.

This publication was produced at a base cost of $23.46 per page for 1500 copies
or $.0156 per single page for the purpose of informing the public of Acts by
the Legislature.

1
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underscored are additions.

Fig. 3. Florida Statutes, Chapter 89-16.






